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1.2.6 OPEN SCIENCE (1 page)
Describe how appropriate open science practices are implemented as an integral part of the proposed methodology. Show how the choice of practices and their implementation are adapted to the nature of your work, in a way that will increase the chances of the project delivering on its objectives [e.g. 1 page]. If you believe that none of these practices are appropriate for your project, please provide a justification here. 
· Open science is an approach based on open cooperative work and systematic sharing of knowledge and tools as early and widely as possible in the process. Open science practices include early and open sharing of research (for example through preregistration, registered reports, pre-prints, or crowd-sourcing); research output management; measures to ensure reproducibility of research outputs; providing open access to research outputs (such as publications, data, software, models, algorithms, and workflows); participation in open peer-review; and involving all relevant knowledge actors including citizens, civil society and end users in the co-creation of R&I agendas and contents (such as citizen science).
· Please note that this question does not refer to outreach actions that may be planned as part of communication, dissemination and exploitation activities. These aspects should instead be described below under ‘Impact’.
· Proposals selected for funding under Horizon Europe will need to develop a detailed data management plan (DMP) for making their data/research outputs findable, accessible, interoperable and reusable (FAIR) as a deliverable by month 6 and revised towards the end of a project’s lifetime. The DMP should describe how research outputs (especially research data) generated and/or collected during the project will be managed so as to ensure that they are findable, accessible, interoperable and reusable. 
· For guidance on open science practices and research data management, please refer to the relevant section of the HE Programme Guide on the Funding & Tenders Portal.

Z-HEALTH will embed open science as a core principle of its methodology, ensuring early, transparent, and
inclusive sharing of knowledge, data, and tools. This will maximise scientific quality, reproducibility, and uptake,
while fostering cross-sector collaboration and replication beyond the consortium. The approach combines FAIR data management, open access to outputs, and citizen participation in the research cycle. In addition, the project will make available all these types of results to the European research community in general and the Joint Action Prevent Non-Communicable Diseases (JA PreventNCD)in particular. Overall, the project results will be made available based on the seven (6) practices: 	Comment by Giovanna Giuffrè: To be added links with JA and programmes
1. Early and open sharing of research: key findings, methodologies, and intermediate results will be shared early through preprints, open repositories and presentations. Where relevant, preregistration and registered reports will be used to increase transparency in study design, e.g. behavioural and health impact assessments.
2. Open access publication and research Open access to all the peer reviewed scientific publications of the project will be provided. Selected publications will be made available with the highest standard (Gold Open Access). The rest publications will be made available in the project’s web site, but also in OpenAIRE’s Zenodo open access repository. Software, models, and algorithms (e.g.xx) ) will be released under open licences (MIT, GPL) with full documentation to enable reuse
3. Open Research Europe Publishing Platform (OREPP): Z-HEALTH will publish a minimum of three (>=3) articles in the OREPP, including one project overview article at the beginning of the project and a concluding article providing a summary of the project’s main research achievements at the end of the project. 
4. FAIR data management: by month 6, the consortium will produce a Data Management Plan
(DMP) compliant with Horizon Europe requirements, revised in M36. All research data generated or reused will be Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable: metadata will follow EU standards (e.g. HL7/FHIR for health data), ensuring interoperability between datasets. Sensitive data will be pseudonymised or anonymised in compliance with GDPR and national regulations, with controlled access for qualified researchers.
5. Reproducibility and quality assurance: all code and workflows will be managed through open version-control systems (GitHub/GitLab). Analytical pipelines, modelling assumptions, and datasets will be linked to persistent identifiers (DOIs) to ensure transparency and traceability. Replication protocols will allow external validation.
6. Citizen science and co-creation: youth, youth groups, and civil society organisations will actively contribute to data generation (e.g.XX) and to the interpretation of results. This participatory approach will broaden the evidence base, strengthen local ownership, and increase societal uptake of project outcomes.
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